Getting Ready for the Trip
Schedule: (some just for the group)

Pre-departure meeting: Saturday, July 14 at 10:00 – 12:00 in PSFA 308. Please come in from the back door by the vending machine, I’ll keep it open for the meeting.

Departure: Thursday, July 19, flight MU586, depart LAX at 1:30pm. We gather at the airport Avis car rental at 8:30 to leave for L.A. Everyone will gather at the departing gate around 12:00, so if you’re traveling to the airport on your own, please plan your time accordingly.

Arrival: Due to time difference, we arrive in Beijing in the midnight of Friday, July 20 at 11:15. Tsinghua will provide transportation from the airport to their campus. 

Saturday, July 21: We gather in the lobby at 11:00 to go to lunch together and perhaps take a walk on campus, possibly reaching the bank by campus so we can get some money and do a little shopping. 
Sunday, July 22, Great Wall Tour: We gather again in the lobby at 11:00 to have lunch together. Please have the 160 RMB ready for collection. Then the tour bus will pick us up there and leave for the Great Wall. We’ll be back on campus around 5:00pm.

Monday, July 23: Program starts on Tsinghua campus.

Friday, August 10: Program completed.

Return to US: Saturday, August 11. Tsinghua will transfer the group in the morning to the airport. Flight, MU 583 leaves at 11:05am from Beijing; and again due to time difference, will arrive in LAX the same day at 11:30am. For those who’re carpooling to San Diego, Miguel will arrange for the rental car.

Travel:

About two weeks before the trip, 

1. You can start by making a list of things you’ll bring, things you need to buy, and also things you think can buy once you’re there.

2. You may also start by setting aside your luggage and putting in things you need to bring. 

3. Start putting your ticket, passport, and important documents together and in a safe place next to the luggage. 

4. Remember to make at least 3 copies of the passport (including the first page that contains your personal info and the visa page). You will leave one copy at home, take one copy with you while traveling, and turn in one copy to me at the pre-departure meeting on Saturday, July 14.

5. Money to bring: We recommend bringing $500-$1,000 with the bulk of it in traveler’s checks. Depending on how big of a shopper you are and how long you stay, you can bring more with you. Traveler’s checks are safe and easy to exchange, and you can always use them in the U.S. as cash if you don’t spend all of it in China. For those who’re traveling with the SDSU group, you will not have a lot of time to spend much except for when you’re in Beijing and maybe when we’re at the Great Wall. So, feel free to plan according to your own spending habits. 

 6. Language: I’ve prepared a few sentences in Chinese that might be useful while you’re in China. For example, you can point at a sentence to the taxi driver when you need to. Please print out the next page and take it with you. 

Useful Chinese:

Hello! How do you do? It’s nice to meet you!

Hi, ni hao! Hen gao xing ren shi ni!
I’m from California. I’m from America.

Wo cong jia zhou lai. Wo cong mei guo lai.
I’m a student.

Wo shi xue sheng.
I’m sorry. I don’t speak Chinese.

Dui bu qing. Wo bu hui jiang zhong wen.
Excuse me, I think I’m lost.

Dui bu qing, wo mi lu le.
Please take me to Tsinghua University. (east gate/west gate/south gate/north gate)

Qing dai wo dao qing hua DA xue. (dong men / xi men / nan men / bei men)
Please show me where the cafeteria is. (classroom/dormitory/restroom/shopping center)

Qing wen dao can ting zen mo zou? (jiao shi / su she / ce suo / shang chang)
How much is this? 

Zhe ge duo shao qian?
It’s too expensive. Make it cheaper.

Tai gui le, pian yi dian/r.
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.
Yi,   er,    san,   si,   wu,   liu,   qi,     ba,    jiu,   shi.

Go left, right, forward, back.
Xiang zuo, xiang you, xiang qian, xiang hou.

Jan.,     Feb.,   March, April,   May,   June,     July,  August,  Sept.,  Oct.      Nov.        Dec. 

Yi yue, er yue, san yue, si yue, wu yue, . . .
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Xing qi yi, xing qi er, xing qi san, xing qi si, xing qi wu, xing qi liu, xing qi tian.

Thank you! Good bye!
Xiexie! Zaijian!
