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JOURNEY FROM THE FALL

Thailand / USA | Vietnamese w/ E.S. | 134 min. | 35mm | 2005

DIRECTOR: Ham Tran

In the year 2003, Vietnamese-American filmmaker Ham Tran unleashed his epic short, THE ANNIVERSARY, to critical acclaim and international attention, winning the Best Dramatic Narrative Short at the San Diego Asian Film Festival among a slew of other awards. Three years later, Tran returns to San Diego with JOURNEY FROM THE FALL, an impressive feature-length debut which dramatizes the countless lives forever changed by the Fall Of Saigon during the Vietnam War. JOURNEY follows the struggles of a particular Vietnamese family in the years after the Fall, as they deal with their traumatic displacement, and their efforts to reunite halfway across the world in Southern California.

It’s April 30th, 1975. Against his wife's wishes, Long Nguyen chooses to stay in Vietnam and fight for his beloved country. Knowing that his decision may separate him from his family forever, he asks his wife, Mai, to leave their homeland for safer shores. Together with her son and mother-in-law, Mai reluctantly boards a tiny fishing boat bound for America and they begin a perilous journey across the sea, with nothing but hope to keep them alive. 

Meanwhile, as the city of Saigon falls under communist rule, Long is captured and imprisoned in a series of re-education camps. There, he endures solitary confinement and witnesses the death of his friends, spiraling him downwards into a deep despair. Believing his family is dead, Long's faith is revived when a mysterious visitor brings news of their survival in the new world. In one moment his fate becomes clear, and he sets in motion a dangerous plan to escape and join his family in freedom. 

JOURNEY FROM THE FALL is the first major American film to dramatize the traumatic aftermath of the Vietnam War from a Vietnamese perspective. During its premiere at the Pusan International Film Festival, JOURNEY caught the eye of Sundance Film Festival Director, Geoffrey Gilmore prompting him to invite the film to screen at the world’s premiere film festival. Gorgeously shot in Thailand and Orange County, with showcase performances by Long Nguyen and legendary actress Kieu Chinh, Variety calls JOURNEY an “impressive undertaking that is frequently enthralling.” 

As new generations mature, and old memories fade, JOURNEY is a dedication to the millions of Vietnamese boat people and survivors of the communist re-education camps. It is also a tribute to the tenacity and resiliency of the Vietnamese people. This is their story.

AMERICAN FUSION

USA | 100 min. | Video | 2005

DIRECTOR: Frank Lin

Winner of the Audience Award at the Hawaii International Film Festival, AMERICAN FUSION delicately blends the sweetness of a middle-aged love story with the irreverent, envelope-pushing comedy of a Farrelly Brothers movie. In his first feature, director Frank Lin manages to challenge ethnic stereotypes and examine the burdens of cultural and familial expectations, all while grounding the film with a whole lot of heart.

Sylvia Chang (20:30:40, SDAFF ‘05) plays Yvonne, a divorcee in her forties who thinks she’s missed her chance at finding true happiness. Though she earns a paycheck as a writer, Yvonne’s real job is to keep watch over her crazy family, which includes her “twixster” hip-hopped son (co-writer Randall Park), a hot-headed brother (Collin Chou, THE MATRIX trilogy) who can’t get his wife pregnant, and a feisty, disapproving mother (scene-stealing Lang Yun) who’s about to undergo back surgery.

When a writing assignment brings Yvonne in close contact with Jose (NYPD BLUE’s Esai Morales), a handsome Mexican American dentist, Yvonne wonders how she can juggle her duty to her misfit family with the desire to let go and fall in love. Featuring a stellar cast that includes the last appearance by the late Pat Morita and cameos by James Hong, Eddie Shin and Fabio, AMERICAN FUSION is just like your family. Only funnier.

—Christopher Au (SFIAAFF)

RED DOORS

US | 90 min. | Beta SP | 2005

DIRECTOR: Georgia Lee

RED DOORS reveals the story of a Chinese American family living in the suburbs of New York. Trying to remember happier times with his family, the unsatisfied, retired father questions his self-worth as his three daughters deal with their own realities under the stare of their overbearing mother. Their lives are turned upside down when the middle sister falls for a movie star, the eldest rethinks her wedding plans, and the youngest is having teenage emotional problems.

RED DOORS examines the struggles of the modern American family and how we must reconcile the past in order to move forward with our lives.

EVE & THE FIREHORSE

Canada | 93 min. | 35mm | Color | 2005

DIRECTOR: Julia Kwan

In Julia Kwan’s impressive feature debut, two Chinese Canadian sisters must navigate a 1970’s childhood of playground racists, Catholic school and ill-fitting polyester to find their place in a confusing world. This lyrical, humorous, and emotional coming-of-age story was an audience-award winner at the Vancouver International Film Festival, and the only Canadian feature chosen for this year’s Sundance festival. 

Growing up in a traditional Buddhist Chinese household in Vancouver’s Eastside, life becomes complicated when Eve’s older sister decides to become a Christian. Within days, Jesus has moved in next to Buddha and Eve must contend with a Sunday school class where her wild imagination is distinctly out of place. Caught between her sister’s quest for premature sainthood and her own sense of right and wrong, Eve faces the challenges of childhood with fanciful humour and wide-eyed wonder. 

Eve & the Firehorse is a not only a film for and about children, it is a quietly intelligent film for adults that embraces larger issues of faith and religion, and does so by enchantingly recalling our own childhood memories.

THE GIFT OF BARONG

CA/Philippines | English/Tagalog/Ilocano/Bicolano | 88 min. | Video | 2005

DIRECTOR: Benito Bautista

This is a story of two generations of Filipino-American surfers from the Bay Area who resented their heritage. They traveled to the Philippines to immerse in the culture, surf and rediscover themselves.
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