Sands, AMST 333 syllabus


Sign up sheet for Issue Presentation – Session: 10:30
Friday 1/23 Discussion Section. Read Inaugural address by Barack Obama and Benediction by Rev. Rick Warren. Issue: Presidential politics: How should the principles of religious liberty, non-establishment, and pluralism apply to a presidential inauguration ceremony? How well (or poorly) did the speeches by President Obama and Rev. Warren embody these principles?

Melani Meyer-Bailey Baker and Harrison Read
Friday 2/6 – Discussion section. Issue: Sacred Lands. How does (or does not) the constitutional idea of “religion” correspond to native peoples’ notions of land as sacred?  How are the religious claims/rights of native peoples to sacred lands like or unlike the religious claims of non-native Americans? 

Jess Gebel, and Kim Max
Friday 2/27 Discussion Section. Issue:  applying the principles of religious liberty, non-establishment and pluralism, what (if any) place should the theory of Intelligent Design have in the public high school curriculum? E.g., does it belong in Biology class? Religious Studies? Philosophy? Or does it not belong in the curriculum at all?

Justin Smythe, Nicole Ardito-Ng, and Jeffrey Teruel
Fri. 4/10 – Discussion section. Issue:  Consider specific instances in which Muslim women or girls have challenged restrictions on veiling. From a religious vantage point, what is at stake for the Muslim women and girls? How do the principles of religious liberty, non-establishment and pluralism apply to public policies and practices about veiling? 
Jason Bagwell, Mario Torres, Jonathan Jonescu
Fri. 4/24 – Discussion Section. Issue: The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (The Japanese American Redress Bill) provided reparations for Japanese Americans who were interned during World War II.  What symbolic and concrete significance do these reparations have for the Japanese Americans who received them? Do reparations contribute to equality and pluralism in the United States and, if so, how?

Peter Boone Sana, Josef Lipp, Jayme Shimomura, and Jackson Warner
Fri. 5/1 - Discussion section. Issue: Choosing one of the women discussed in our film and readings, describe how women struggled for religious power and meaning? Explain how her struggle fits within the particular context of her religious tradition and its history in the United States. Based on this story, what do you see as the prospects for women’s leadership in this American religion?

Desiray Jensen, Shylynn Goshi-Tripp, Taitusi Taufa, Christine Siperly, and Whitney Planas
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